Benchmark ESG is the gold standard
for actionable intelligence on clean
energy supply chains
It has become essential for companies to understand
their company ESG credentials to monitor risk and
communicate with stakeholders. ESG reporting has
become a vital practice for the sustainability of a
business, specifically one operating in the lithium-ion
battery supply chain that is at the core of the clean energy
transition.

Demand for ESG is growing, and with that there has been
a surge in resources and information filling this space,
which can make it a difficult landscape to navigate.
Benchmark ESG can help you start your journey,
providing
ESG
insights,
analysis,
and
company
comparison, via new ESG report series, as well as other
consultancy services we provide.

What services do Benchmark ESG provide?
Benchmark ESG report series
Benchmark’s Lithium ESG Report marks the first in our series of ESG reports that will cover the supply
chains of the key battery materials (lithium, cobalt, nickel and flake & synthetic graphite), analysing the
environmental, social and governance landscapes in each industry.
Each report includes industry specialist expert assessments and comprise many features:

Identification of
ESG risks in
operations

Data-driven ESG
insights

Global materiality
assessment

Benchmark
Global LCA for
both brine and
spodumene

Company profiling
of all industry
companies

ESG matrices
database for
granular data

News briefs on the
ESG space

Beyond this report, Benchmark ESG can assist through our consultancy services, in the
form of bespoke materiality assessments and ESG strategy, and Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
Materiality assessment and ESG strategy
Benchmark ESG provides bespoke independent assessments of the material risks your organisation faces and
investor-driven analysis, driving ESG through the heart of your business. This assessment is financially
beneficial to reduce future compensation associated with poor ESG risk identification.
Benchmark ESG expertise can inform your wider ESG strategy by guiding you on which frameworks and
standards would best suit your company and providing in-depth stakeholder identification and analysis.

Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)
Through our LCA services, Benchmark ESG provides custom-made quantitative analysis and discussion on
the environmental impacts of your operation/product.
By undertaking a Benchmark LCA, you will be able to compare the CO2 emissions, among other
environmental impacts, of your operation to those of our Benchmark Global baseline.
We understand the intricacies of the lithium-ion battery material processes and are well placed to lead you
through the LCA process. Benchmark expertise will take you through the journey of completing a LCA and
assist you with unveiling potential environmental impacts and opportunities to mitigate risks and emissions.

FAQs

How are Life Cycle Assessments (LCA) useful?
LCAs are valuable as they offer a method of quantifying and understanding the environmental impacts associated with
a product and its process system to guide product sustainability.
Environmental hotspots are identified in the results and discussion stage of a LCA, allowing companies to identify risks
in their operation, as well as opportunities to mitigate these risks and reduce overall impact on the environment.

What do Benchmark Global LCAs provide?
Benchmark Global LCAs assess the environmental impacts of the typical process routes of each battery raw material
(e.g., for lithium, lithium carbonate from brine and lithium hydroxide from spodumene). This analysis informs the
industry of environmental impacts from the most common processing routes today. The LCAs act as a comparison tool
for company specific LCAs to benchmark themselves against.

Who is a LCA useful for?
LCAs are critical tools for companies that undertake them, as they highlight areas of environmental risk, indicating
where attention is required.
Beyond the company commissioning the LCA, investors are increasingly looking at LCA assessments as they include indepth analysis and are known for their scientific rigor.
The quantitative results of a LCA, as well as the ensuing discussion and Benchmark’s recommendations, can be used as
a communicative and comparative tool for stakeholders who wish to learn more about process inputs and associated
impacts.

How do LCAs relate to ESG?
LCA can quantitively measure the key material issues associated with the “E” – environment – in ESG, and therefore can
inform a series of ESG-related metrics that should be measured.
Furthermore, the hotspots identified by LCA results help guide organisations on where to focus attention to lessen their
environmental impact, improving the overall ESG performance of a business.

Why do companies need independent advice on their ESG strategy?
ESG materiality varies greatly company to company depending on position in the supply chain, operating region(s) and
company size, among other factors: there is no “one-size-fits-all”, hence the importance of conducting a unique
materiality assessment on a company-to-company basis.
Seeking independent advice for ESG materiality assessments and broader ESG strategy is beneficial. Engaging with
Benchmark ESG expertise validates the salient topics highlighted, and guides ESG strategy with expert knowledge and
third-party advice.

How can Benchmark assist with ESG strategy?
Whatever your current level of ESG integration, we can enhance your ESG approach by strategising how to best achieve
all your ESG needs and goals.
Whether it be for yourselves, your investors, or other stakeholders, Benchmark ESG can assist you with custom-made
consultations, in-person assessments, independent materiality assessments, or simply ESG risk profiling your company.
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